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Sermon Outline 1

Hope

Main Text: Luke 1:5-25 (Zechariah and Elizabeth)

Additional Scriptures That Speak to Hope: Psalm 42; Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 1:26-38;
Romans 8:18-25; Revelation 21

Point 1: Godliness and faithfulness do not protect us from suffering or disap-
pointment, nor do they guarantee we will have a blessed life with everything
we hope for and want.

Supporting Scripture: Luke 1:7

Subpoint: Zechariah and Elizabeth were righteous before God—and yet they
suffered deep disappointment.

Subpoint: Our faithfulness to God does not exempt us from waiting or
SOTTOW.

Subpoint: We can hold hope for certain outcomes without demanding guar-
antees from God.

Point 2: Unmet longings (the things we hope for) can become places of
encounter.

Supporting Scriptures: Psalm 42; Romans 8:18-25

Subpoint: Longing creates space where God meets us personally.
Subpoint: In the place of unmet hope, we encounter the one who is hope
Himself.



Subpoint: Waiting refines our vision from focusing on gifts to focusing on
the Giver. Waiting transforms us.

Point 3: God’s fulfillment of our longings and answers to our prayers often look
different than we imagine.

Supporting Scriptures: I[saiah 9:2-7; Revelation 21

Subpoint: Although Zechariah and Elizabeth received what they were

longing for, the reality of their answered prayers looked quite different than

they thought.

Subpoint: Fulfilled hopes often carry costs or challenges we do not foresee.

- When expecting parents learn they are pregnant, they immediately begin
dreaming and thinking what their child will be like. John probably did
not grow up to be what his parents were dreaming about (locusts, honey,
wilderness, ete.). The baby they hoped for would eventually be beheaded
for bringing a message of hope.

Subpoint: God’s answers to our hopes are woven into His grand narrative of

redemption, not just our personal dreams or ambitions.

Along with the sermon, I encourage pastors to highlight a living story of hope
from your community by including a live or prerecorded testimony from the
congregation related to hope.
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Sermon Outline 2

Peace

Main Text: Matthew 1:16-25 (Joseph)

Additional Scriptures That Speak to Peace: Isaiah 7:14; Micah 5:2-5;
Matthew 6:25-34; Luke 1:5-7, 11-22; Ephesians 4:1-6; Philippians 4:4-9

Point 1: The word of the Lord brings peace.

Supporting Scriptures: Matthew 1:18-21; Luke 1:5-7, 11-22

Subpoint: Joseph planned to quietly end his engagement—until God’s word
interrupted his fear.

Subpoint: The angel spoke directly to Joseph’s internal struggle: “Do not be
afraid.”

Subpoint: True peace is connected to the presence and voice of God, not
just to circumstances.

Point 2: What appears as a disruption to the plan may actually be God’s further
fulfillment of it.

Supporting Scripture: [saiah 7:14

Subpoint: Joseph’s disrupted plans were part of God’s long-intended story
of redemption.

Subpoint: Joseph’s lineage to David shows he was chosen and included from
the beginning.



Subpoint: Peace is anchored not in how things look, but in God’s faithful
promises.

Point 3: Peace rooted in God’s presence and promise fuels obedience.

Supporting Scriptures: Philippians 4:4-9; Ephesians 4:1-6

Subpoint: Joseph’s obedience was not blind; it was fueled by the peace that
came from God’s word and presence.

Subpoint: God’s promises (spoken through the angel and fulfilled through
Jesus) gave Joseph courage to act faithfully.

Subpoint: When we center ourselves in God’s presence and cling to His
promises, we can walk forward in obedience even when we do not have all
the answers.

Along with the sermon, I encourage pastors to highlight a living story of peace
from your community by including a live or prerecorded testimony from the
congregation related to peace.
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Sermon Outline 3

Joy

Main Text: Luke 1:39-56 (Mary and Elizabeth and the Magnificat)

Additional Scriptures That Speak to Joy: Psalm 16:5-11; Isaiah 35; Luke 1:41-58;
Hebrews 12:1-3

Point 1: Joy in the goodness and faithfulness of God drives us toward one
another.

Supporting Scriptures: Luke 1:57-58; Psalm 16:5-11

Subpoint: After hearing of God’s work in her and in Elizabeth, Mary runs to
share the good news and celebrate with her cousin.

Subpoint: Joy is a communal act. Joy is meant to be shared; it naturally pulls
us into community:.

Subpoint: Joy multiplies when we celebrate God’s goodness together.

Point 2: Joy can be prophetic in nature. Sometimes, our joy points forward to
what God is doing and prepares others for His coming work.

Supporting Scriptures: Luke 1:41-45; Isaiah 35

Subpoint: John the Baptist leaps in his mother’s womb for joy when Mary
arrives.

Subpoint: Then Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, speaks prophetically
about Mary and her child.



Subpoint: This moment foreshadows John’s and Jesus’s future ministry: “I
baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more
powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire” (Matt. 3:11).

Point 3: Joy reminds us of the bigger picture.

Supporting Scriptures: Luke 1:46-55; Hebrews 12:1-3

Subpoint: Mary’s song moves quickly from her personal experience to the
grand sweep of God’s redemptive work across generations.

Subpoint: God’s mercy, justice, and promises are not just for one moment,
but for the world and for all time.

Subpoint: Joy pulls us out of a small, immediate view and roots us in the
larger story of God’s kingdom.

Along with the sermon, I encourage pastors to highlight a living story of joy
from your community by including a live or prerecorded testimony from the
congregation related to joy.
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Sermon Outline 4

Love

Main Text: Luke 2:8-20

Additional Scriptures That Speak to Love: Isaiah 53; John 3:16; 4:4-30; 15:12-17,
1 Corinthians 13; Philippians 1:9-11; 1 John 4:7-16

Point 1: God’s love makes the first move.

Supporting Scriptures: John 15:12-17; John 3:16

Subpoint: It wasn’t the shepherds’ love for God, but God’s love for the shep-
herds that initiated this encounter.

Subpoint: Love originates with God, not with us—He always moves first.
“You did not choose me, but I chose you” (John 15:16a).

Subpoint: The Christmas story is the beginning of the ultimate declaration
of God’s pursuit of humanity (John 3:16).

Point 2: God’s love extends to the humble and lowly, invites them in, and
compels them toward Himself.

Supporting Scripture: 1 John 4:7-16

Subpoint: God’s love for the world is embodied in the arrival of the Messiah,
Jesus. The first ones God tells about it (other than Jesus’s family) are
shepherds.

Subpoint: God’s love reaches those on the margins and brings them toward
the center of the story.



Subpoint: God’s love consistently moves toward the outsider. The shepherds
(poor and literally on the margins of the town) and the Magi (foreigners,
Gentiles) are the two documented groups invited to encounter Jesus as the
Messiah in His early years.

Point 3: Encountering God’s love compels those who encounter it to share it.

Supporting Scriptures: Luke 2:17-18; John 4:4-30

Subpoint: After encountering Jesus, the shepherds immediately began
telling everyone what they had seen and heard.

Subpoint: True encounters with God’s love overflow naturally into witness
and testimony.

Subpoint: Like the woman at the well (John 4), those who have encountered
Jesus cannot help but invite others into the same love.

Along with the sermon, I encourage pastors to highlight a living story of love
from your community by including a live or prerecorded testimony from the
congregation related to love.
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